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Mid- Columbia Center for Living, Inc.

The state Seniors & People with Disabilities
Division contracts outside of the local planning
and quality assurance process for adult support

services with Eastern Oregon Support
Services Brokerage
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Success in Sherman County

Sherman County’s
Columbia River Kids
Wraparound team keeps
families together and gives
parents the skills they need
to manage work, home, and
school

The H-- Family Story

They are a family of four. Both parents
work full time jobs and live in the small
frontier community of Sherman County.
They love their two boys, ages 6 and 11,
who are bright and energetic

but have multiple emotional

disorders.

Before wraparound services,

the boys were in danger of

being expelled from school

for their extremely

disruptive and defiant behaviors. They
also fought constantly with each other.
When they weren't fighting, one would
throw hours-long tantrums while the
other suffered from a form of
psychologically-based incontinence.

The boys’ parents were pulling their
hair out trying to deal with the daily
disruptions and they would often resort
to spanking or yelling at the kids. The
schools were equally as frustrated.

Through the Columbia River
Wraparound family planning meetings,
the family and school began to
understand each other and worked on
helping the boys be more successful

in school and at home. A parent skills
trainer came to the home to provide
training on consistent, positive parent-
ing and meaningful interaction with the
boys.

The boys improved their social skills and
are learning how to deal with their emo-
tions in more constructive ways. The
school, in partnership with the
wraparound team, provides a behavioral
support classroom. Without this
classroom, the boys would have been
sent to a day treatment
program in another
county.

Both are now doing well
in school and get along
with their parents, teach-
ers and peers. The family
says that change is very difficult but the
rewards of the team approach to their
care has resulted in less stress, more
consistency and a better relationship
with the school and the community.

Wraparound has changed their lives.
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) Aatidd  Wraparound System of Care is Common Sense, Effective

T r _jn “Wraparound” or the “System of Care” approach to serving high needs children is-an evidence-
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i T A and behavioral problems at home, in school and out of trouble.
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E_ . ', i to create and carry out a care.plan-to keep a troubled child’s social-and educational
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4 £ _'."-' = development on track. Data suggest that this model is both clinically more effective and saves
Pt money.

The Columbia River Wraparound system of care boasts these impressive
outcomes for the children it serves:

Kids are at home:
«  73% reduction in length of stay in residential treatment (a savings of $41,812 per stay)

+  30% reduction in length of stay in day treatment

«  Without this system of care, 42 additional children would have been sent to day treatment

Kids are in school and performing better
«  74% improved or stablized academic performance

+  51.4% improved school attendance

+  16% decrease in suspensions or expulsions of youth enrolled in the system of care after 18
months

Kids are out of trouble

+  90% of youth enrolled in the program have not re-offended and have stayed in the
community

+  33% decrease in the number of youth involved in physical violence
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