[image: image1.png]KIDS ‘N CARS

A car i s NOT a t oy





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


CONTACT:  
Janette Fennell,      415-789-1000








   or 415-336-9279

KIDS ‘N CARS warns of an epidemic

At least 25 deaths and 14 serious injuries so far this year

(San Francisco, CA).  “It is not even summer and 25 young children have died and at least 14 children have been seriously injured because they have been backed over in a driveway or parking lot,” laments Janette E. Fennell, cofounder and executive director of KIDS ‘N CARS.  “We must get an urgent message to all drivers that they need to take special care when backing up a vehicle...especially in the presence of young children.

“If 25 children had died and another 14 hospitalized due to food poisoning at a fast food restaurant there would be an unbelievable outcry.  Everyone in the nation would mobilize to prevent these tragedies.  We need that same type of response to these predictable and preventable tragedies.  We should consider these deaths and serious injures of epidemic proportions,” she said.  

Diane Winn, RN, MPH, Pediatric Injury Prevention Research Group at the University of California-Irvine has published papers on this topic and warns parents of the paradox of low speed and high severity injuries among young children.  “Research we have conducted surprisingly showed that young children could be at a greater risk for death and serious injury in private driveways and parking lots than as occupants of motor vehicles.” 

KIDS ‘N CARS urges all adults to heighten their awareness before they engage a vehicle into reverse; especially when children are present.  Young children are impulsive and unpredictable; still have very poor judgment, and little understanding of danger.  In addition young children do not recognize boundaries such as property lines, sidewalks, driveways or parking spaces.  

“Technology exists today that would help to dramatically decrease these needless deaths and injuries, and warn you if there is a child (or object) behind your vehicle.” says Terrill Struttmann, director of KIDS ‘N CARS.  “We urge the American public to install sensor, camera or mirror devices on their vehicles so the next heartbreaking incident can be averted.  These systems can also be used to prevent backing crashes and minimize damage to vehicles.  The cost of this technology has come down to the point where you would pay about the same amount to install these safety devices as you would pay for the deductible on your insurance policy.” 

---More---

“It is a tragedy that so many children are being injured and killed in reversing incidents,” said Frank O’Brien, vice president of corporate development at automotive supplier Donnelly Corporation.  

“We believe that camera systems, like our VideoMirror™ with ReversAid™ could help prevent these heartbreaking incidents, and we look forward to the day when cameras become standard equipment on vehicles.”

KIDS ‘N CARS is working with the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) to solicit their assistance on remedies to these predictable, preventable and very tragic incidents.  

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration honored Janette E. Fennell this week at the Lifesavers Conference in Lake Buena Vista, Florida, with a 2002 Public Service Award.  Jeffrey W. Runge, M.D., Administrator of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) presented Ms. Fennell with the award for her vision and leadership in drawing national attention to the tragedy of children being injured, disabled and killed in and around motor vehicles in non-crash events.  This is the highest award given by the agency.

KIDS ‘N CARS recommendations to keep children safe include:

· Walk around and behind a vehicle prior to moving it and know that another adult is properly supervising children before moving your vehicle. 

· Be aware that steep inclines and large SUV’s, vans and trucks add to the difficulty of seeing behind a vehicle

· Consider installing cross view mirrors, and/or a back up detection device.

· Teach your children to never play in, around or behind a vehicle.

· Keep toys and other sports equipment off the driveway.

· Never leave children alone in or around cars; not even for a minute.

· Keep vehicles locked at all times; even in the garage or driveway.

· Keys should never be left within reach of children.

· Always make sure all child passengers have left the car after it is parked.

· When a child is missing, check vehicles and car trunks right away.

Technologies that KIDS ‘N CARS is aware of to help prevent backing up incidents include “ROSS” (Rear Optical Sensing System) manufactured by Rostra Precision Controls, Inc., “Guardian Alert,” by Sense Technologies, “Micro 3 Bak-Talk” offered by American Dealer Services and automotive camera systems sold by Donnelly Corporation.

KIDS ‘N CARS notes that in 2002 there have also been four heat-related deaths, four deaths because children set vehicles into motion and one power window strangulation.  Thirty-four deaths before the beginning of summer should alert adults to the seriousness of this public health and safety issue.

KIDS ‘N CARS, a program of the Trauma Foundation, based at San Francisco General Hospital is the first and only nonprofit organization dedicated solely to the prevention of injuries and death due to children being left unattended in or around motor vehicles.  For additional information visit their website at: www.kidsncars.org
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