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Linn County Department of Health Services

Adult Drug Court*
Hon. Rick J. McCormick, Presiding Judge

Juvenile Drug Court*
Hon. Daniel R. Murphy, Presiding Judge

Treatment for Adult Drug Court funded by Criminal Justice Commission
grant, state Addictions Service Element 66, Oregon Health Plan, county
general fund and the federal Byrne grant; treatment for Juvenile Drug
Court funded by county general fund, federal Juvenile Crime Prevention
grant, Oregon Health Plan, and state addictions services budget.
Treatment provided by Linn County Health Services.

The state Seniors & People with Disabilities
Division contracts outside of the local planning
and quality assurance process for adult support

services with Resource Connections of
Oregon & Mentor Oregon Brokerage:
Mid-Valley
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Success in Linn County

Linn County Mental Health breaks a mother’s cycle of psychiatric
hospitalization by teaching her a new way to live

“Rose” has been in treatment on and off since she was 17 years old. Sexual abuse as a small child
followed by a rape as a young woman left her with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and
trauma-related hallucinations. The suicide attempts and self mutilation followed by psychiatric
hospitalization became her way of life along with substance abuse to dull the pain. During a
period of stability Rose met and married her husband and gave birth to her two children. Then
things started to unravel again. Her husband considered leaving her and Child Welfare was on
the brink of taking their children into custody.

Over a period of three months, Rose was seen in the emergency room 15 times. She was having
difficulty managing her suicidal thoughts, mood, and symptoms of PTSD. Given her reliance on
the hospital, the treatment team at Linn County Mental Health Services created an environment
similar to a hospital setting in the community. Rose spent a week in a crisis respite facility with
mental health wrap around supports. About a month after returning home she called to say that
she was grateful to not have gone to the hospital. She believed that by not being hospitalized
she was able to learn a new way of coping. Rose was able to build strength for future difficulties.
She has not needed emergency room level of intervention for five months. At 30, she continues
to build her coping skills and look at alternative avenues for supports and relief. She is insightful
and engaged in both addictions and mental health treatment. Rose uses the county Crisis Line
when she needs it to prevent her distress from building to the point of self-destruction. She is
using the self-control she gained in treatment. Rose is now more open to using different options
and possibilities that will help her manage her distress than she has ever been. She is testing and
trying these new options rather than shutting down and setting up barriers.
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