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Success in Grant County

BLUE MOUNTAIN ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL
116 NW Bridge St.
John Day, OR 97845
(541) 575-4244, FAX (541) 575-4255
Crish Lydon, Instructor

Grant County Center For
Human Development
528 E. Main St. W

John Day, OR 97845

Attn: Katy Beliveau

RE: Critical Thinking/Drug & Alcohol Information classes for Blue Mountain Alternative School
students

Katy, since the first day you walked through the door of Blue Mountain Alternative School more than
two years ago, | have seen wonderful things happen in the lives of our students. | have worked as

an assistant and as the Head Instructor for our school for twelve years and in those years previous

to 2006, students didn’t seek consistent help from Grant County Center for Human Development.
Numerous comments from their parents and guardians contained no comments about seeking help
from those professionals at the time, although | know some did and with some success.

I would like to express to you that since you and Russ Corner have become involved in helping
BMAS staff meet the curriculum requirements of Oregon State Department of Education standards
by providing drug and alcohol/critical thinking, our students have made changes in behavior in the
following ways.

1. Better attendance

2. Improved communication with staff and each other, which has made them more
comfortable in seeking help from other professionals in our community when need arises.

3. Bonding quicker to each other earlier in the academic year.

4. Staying drug free while in school.

5. No one comes to school having had alcohol before arriving.

6. Higher performance in the classroom having learned and practiced social skills in the critical
thinking processes.

7. Developing trust in the staff at GCCHD and BMAS.

8. Better sense of self (Students are over all happier as there was a time when a group of
my students would have balked and in fact skipped school when a class of this type was
offered, | can remember times four or five years ago when they wouldn’t welcome anyone
to come to speak about alcohol or drugs. Now, they are excited to find help that they freely
admit to needing.

The above statements measure success for Blue Mountain Alternative School. We hope that you and
Russ will be able to continue the effective services to its students.

Sincerely,
Crish Lydon
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