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Success in Lincoln County

Lincoln County Mental Health teams up with local non-profit to
maximize resources and keep the community safe

Lincoln County Mental Health, in partnership with the Ken Trueman Recovery Center, has
developed a Crisis Respite program for adults experiencing psychiatric crisis. The program has
operated for nearly S years using blended funds from Accountable Behavioral Health Alliance
(ABHA), the Mid-Valley Regional Acute Care Council, Lincoln County General Fund, and crisis
funding from the Addictions & Mental Health Division. The Trueman Center is a 24-hour Social
Detox Program operated by the Lincoln County Council on Alcohol and Other Drugs.

The County Mental Health Crisis Team is frequently asked to intercede with adults in acute
psychiatric crisis due to traumatic events, lack of medication, suicidal thoughts, loss of housing, or
other exacerbation of their condition. This can occur at any time of the day or night. The crisis
worker assesses the individual, and when appropriate, contacts the Trueman Center to arrange for a
bed. Trueman staff are briefed on the situation and provide support and observation as well as a bed
and meals. County crisis workers arrange for additional mental health services and visit the
individual at the Trueman Center at least daily to assess the situation and consult with Trueman staff.
Individuals may stay at the program for up to 2 weeks and if housing is needed, a county case manager
is assigned to assist the individual in locating affordable housing as well as any benefits available.

Lincoln County Mental Health has developed a rotating fund to provide zero interest loans when
needed to cover the cost of first and last months rent and security deposit. Costs for room and board
are paid by ABHA if the person is on the Oregon Health Plan. If the person is indigent, these costs
are paid by the Mid-Valley Regional Acute Care Council. This service is primarily utilized as an

alternative to psychiatric hospitalization.
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