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Press Release
June 16, 2006                                 

          Contact: District Office at (619) 465-7723

Assemblyman La Suer Announces Homeowner 

and Renter Assistance Refunds beginning July 1, 2006

Annual Program Provides Financial Aid to Many Seniors and Disabled


(La Mesa) – Assemblyman Jay La Suer announced today the beginning of the 2006 Homeowner and Renter Assistance Program, an annual effort to provide financial assistance to many seniors, as well as the blind and disabled.  Qualifying individuals may apply to the Franchise Tax Board for refunds.  You may qualify for Homeowner or Renter Assistance even though you are not required to file a State income tax return.

“With many seniors in San Diego County facing rent increases while living on fixed incomes, it is important to let them know about this refund opportunity,” said Assemblyman La Suer.  “This year, we are asking senior organizations to help spread the word.”

Individuals may file a refund claim if on December 31, 2005 they were 62 years of age or older, blind, or disabled; and they meet all the following requirements:

· Paid $50 or more rent per month in 2005, or you owned and lived in your own home on December 31, 2005;

· Your total net household income for 2005 was $40,811 or less; and

· A United States Citizen, designated alien, or qualified alien when the claim is filed.

Exceptions may include skilled nursing facilities, intermediate care facilities and hospital patients.  See page 4 of the FTB claim booklet.

Seniors may request an application form by contacting the Franchise Tax Board at 

(800) 868-4171 or on the web at www.ftb.ca.gov.  Following is a list of locations and telephone numbers where assistance can also be obtained in completing the forms (appointments are requested).  The Franchise Tax Board strongly urges you to file between July 1, 2006 and  the deadline of October 16, 2006.

· Alpine Community Center – (619) 445-7330, 7/5, 7/12, 7/19&7/26, 9:00 a.m.12:00 noon

· College Avenue Senior Center – (619) 583-3300, 7/19, 9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

· El Cajon Salvation Army – (619) 440-2457, 7/3, 7/10, 7/17 & 7/24, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

· Wells Park Senior Center – (619) 441-1680, 7/17 & 7/31, 9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

· La Mesa Senior Adult Center – (619) 464-0505, 7/6 & 8/1, 9:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

· Lemon Grove Senior Center – (619) 337-1425, 7/7, 9:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

· Lakeside Community Center – (619) 443-9176, 7/14, 9:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

· Santee Edgemoor Senior Nutrition Center – (619) 956-2826, 7/12, 9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
# # #

July 1, 2006

Dear Senior Advocate:

The 2006 Homeowner and Renter Assistance Program begins July 1, 2006 and runs through October 16, 2006.   I would truly appreciate your assistance in getting the information to qualifying seniors.

With many seniors in San Diego County facing rent increases while living on fixed incomes, it is important to let them know about this annual reimbursement opportunity.

Again this year, we are asking senior organizations and facilities to help spread the word.  I have enclosed a flier that I hope you will consider posting in a prominent place within your location.  Franchise Tax Board field offices will no longer be able to fill out Homeowner or Renter Assistance claim forms.

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA:  Individuals may file a refund claim if on December 31, 2005 they were 62 years of age or older, blind, or disabled; and they meet all the following requirements:

· Paid $50 or more rent per month in 2005, or you owned and lived in your own home on December 31, 2005;

· Your total net household income for 2005 was $40,811 or less; and

· A United States citizen, a designated alien, or qualified alien when you file your claim.

· You may qualify even though you are not required to file a state income tax return.

Exceptions may include skilled nursing facilities, intermediate care facilities and hospital patients.  See page 4 of the FTB claim booklet.

Seniors may request an application form by contacting the Franchise Tax Board at 

(800) 868-4171 or visit the FTB web at www.ftb.ca.gov.  The enclosed flier also includes a list of locations where local assistance sites can be obtained in completing the forms.  The Franchise Tax Board strongly urges you to file on or before the October 16, 2006 deadline.

Thank you in advance for your assistance in this regard.  If you have any questions, please contact my District Office at (619) 465-7723.

Sincerely,

Jay La Suer

Assemblyman, 77th District

Locations for 2005 Homeowners/Renters Assistance Form Preparation

Please note that everyone is asked to call for an appointment prior to going to the following locations for assistance in preparing refund paperwork.  Franchise Tax Board field offices will no longer be able to fill out Homeowner or Renter Assistance claim forms. Thank you.

Alpine Community Center – (619) 445-7330

7/5, 7/12, 7/19 & 7/26   9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

College Avenue Senior Center – (619) 583-3300

7/19    9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

El Cajon Salvation Army – (619) 440-2457

7/3, 7/10, 7/17 & 7/24  (Mondays, 9:00 – 12:00 noon)

Wells Park Senior Center – (619) 441-1680

7/17 and 7/31   9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

La Mesa Adult Enrichment Center – (619) 464-0505

7/6 and 8/1   9:30 – 2:00 p.m.

Lemon Grove Senior Center – (619) 337-1425

7/7   9:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Lakeside Community Center – (619) 443-9176

7/14   9:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Santee Edgemoor Nutrition Center – (619) 956-2826

7/12   9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
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