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KIDS ‘N CARS WARNS:  PARKED CARS + YOUNG CHILDREN CAN = TRAGEDY

Over 530 Documented Child Deaths Occurred in 1990s to Present Because

Children Were Left Unattended In or Around Motor Vehicles.

KIDS ‘N CARS Urges Automakers to Change Design of Dangerous Power Window Switches; New Lifesaving Technologies Showcased to Prevent Child Deaths and Injuries
(WASHINGTON, D.C.) --- With school almost out and the summer season heating up, KIDS ‘N CARS warns adults that children left unattended in or around vehicles should be considered at risk.

“More than 530 children have died this way over the past decade and no one is keeping track—except for us,” said Janette Fennell, co-founder and executive director of KIDS ‘N CARS.  “We know that our statistics are very conservative and understate the true magnitude of this problem; but we must take immediate action to try to stop these preventable and extremely tragic events.”

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) announced this week the results of a pilot study that examined 1997 death certificates involving non-traffic incidents (trunk entrapment, power windows, and heat related deaths in vehicle passenger compartments) which was the first such look at non-traffic incidents utilizing death certificates. “We are very encouraged that NHTSA is beginning to understand the magnitude of this issue and beginning to collect data about non-traffic, non crash vehicle safety issues”, said Fennell.

NHTSA also announced that they will adopt the KIDS ‘N CARS approach of utilizing newspaper reports and other unconventional methods for identifying non-traffic vehicle related incidents.  KIDS ‘N CARS has been providing information to NHTSA using these methods. 

Information provided by a project associated with KIDS ‘N CARS known as Trunk Releases Urgently Needed Coalition (TRUNC) led to a Federal Regulation mandating all vehicles manufactured after September 1, 2001, have an emergency trunk release installed inside of the car trunk.   KIDS ‘N CARS today commended NHTSA for moving forward on this data collection expansion program.

NASA engineers who invented the “Child Presence Sensor” alarm demonstrated their new technology.  Every year infants and small children die needlessly because they have been left in vehicles.   “I wanted something that would serve as a second set of eyes and ears,” said principle inventor, William “Chris” Edwards of NASA Langley’s Laser Systems Branch.  Edwards has small children of his own and had read about cases around the country where well-meaning parents had inadvertently left a small child in a vehicle with disastrous results.

While heat stroke is a primary concern during the summer months, unattended children can also get into serious trouble around vehicles in numerous other ways.  KIDS ‘N CARS has documented an alarming number of child deaths from being run over by adults who are backing up a parked car in the driveway.  “It’s not even summer, and we already have documented 18 deaths,” Fennell said.  “These incidents absolutely rip your heart out because many times the person responsible is the parent or a close relative.”

Fennell cited numerous newspaper headlines of articles chronicling incidents of young children being backed over in driveway and parking lots already this year:

Maine, April 29, 2002, “Toddler killed when father backs car into him”

Colorado, April 28, 2002, “Infant’s legs, pelvis broken when father accidentally runs him over”

Texas, April 10, 2002, “Truck Hits, Kills 6-year-old boy”

Florida, April 8, 2002, “Boy run over by car in family’s driveway”

California, March 13, 2002, “Toddler Run Over, Killed in Driveway”

California, February 24, 2002, “Father’s Car Runs Over, Kills Son 1”

Indiana, February 10, 2002, “Child dies after being run over”

Dee Norton of Seattle, Washington, spoke of his 3-year-old only grandson who was killed when a diaper delivery truck backed over him in the parking lot of an apartment complex.  “We all need to work together to protect little kids from being blindly backed over.”  Norton lobbied for 4 years and finally won passage of “C.J.’s law” that now requires delivery trucks in the state to be equipped with rear crossview mirrors or electronic sensing devices.

KIDS ‘N CARS showcased several technologies that can prevent needless tragedies.  The Donnelly Corporation (www.donnelly.com) demonstrated their automotive camera technology called “VideoMirror(” with “ReversAid(” that gives drivers the ability to monitor children in the backseat while driving and virtually eliminate the blind spot behind vehicles when backing up.  American Dealer Services (www.americandealerservices.net) demonstrated their “Micro 3 Bak-Talk” system that warns drivers of potential obstacles behind vehicles by indicating how far from an object the vehicle is, and Sense Technologies demonstrated their “Guardian Alert” vehicle back up safety technology. (www.sensetech.com)

Another serious threat to children left unattended in or around motor vehicles is power window strangulation.  KIDS ‘N CARS today sent letters to the top three domestic auto manufacturers urging them to change their power window switches.   Children are being strangled because of “rocker” power window switches.  We are encouraging the domestic manufacturers to change the design to incorporate the “push/down and pull/up” technology available on most foreign vehicles.  KIDS ‘N CARS also is requesting that all power windows incorporate auto reverse as another way to ensure children are not harmed.

To add another dimension to this issue, POP A LOCK through its Emergency Car Door Unlocking (EDU) program is rescuing thousands of children from locked vehicles every year. With as few as 107 franchise locations nationwide, they average between 12,000 and 13,000 EDU’s every year.  They are also dedicated to assist efforts to keep children safe.  POP A LOCK announced a new national partnership with KIDS ‘N CARS today that includes a donation program for people who would like to contribute to KIDS ‘N CARS important injury prevention work.

“It is very important to educate parents and caregivers about the dangers of leaving children unattended in or around cars,” says Terrill Struttmann, cofounder and director of KIDS ‘N CARS.  Struttman added that Safeway eastern division will be adding safety messages to their weekly circulars and paper grocery bags to help people understand the dangers.

###

